BASIC BREEDER QUESTIONS

Any good breeder will be excited that prospective adopters are asking questions about their operations - to them, it means they have a family
who is heavily invested in the long-term success of the puppy they're going to take home. If your breeder gets annoyed or refuses to answer any
of the below questions - run! Not only is it likely that they are running an irresponsible operation, but there's a good chance your puppy will
develop health/behavioral issues due to poor quality of life during the highly important first weeks of life.

Question

1. What health tests have you
done on the parents? Can | see
the results?

2. Why did you breed this
particular litter?

3. May | see where the puppies
are living and meet the mother
(and, if possible, the sire)?

4. How are the puppies
socialized? What exposures to
people, noises, environments
do they get?

5. When will the puppies go to
new homes (what age)?

6. What's included in your
contract / health guarantee?

7. How many litters has the
mother had? How old is she?

Good / Expected Response

Genetic screenings, orthopedic (hips, elbows), eye,
cardiac, breed-specific tests; results documented and
verifiable (e.g., via OFA or equivalent).

To improve temperament, correct known issues,
preserve breed quality; not simply to make money.

Yes — you can tour the facility (or at least see the
whelping area), see the mother interacting with puppies;

clean, sanitary, well cared for.

Early socialization protocols, gradual exposure to typical
home sounds (vacuum, children, car, etc.), handled daily,
interactions with various people and safe stimuli.

Generally not before 8 weeks (and often up to 10-12
weeks depending on breed and socialization needs).

Breeder should explain rationale.

Written contract with responsibilities for breeder and
buyer, willingness to take the puppy back if needed,
guarantee for congenital disorders for a certain period,
spay/neuter clause (if applicable) clearly defined.

Reasonable age of mother: Not less than 18 months for
smaller dogs; 2 years for larger breeds - should not be

older than 6-8 years
# of litters: 12 months between litters; no more than 4
litters in a lifetime

Red Flag Response / Behavior

Embark or other commercially available DNA/tests;
vague statement like "vet said they're fine” without
documentation; unwillingness to share test results;
“no special testing done.”

“Just wanted more puppies to sell”; “l wanted her to
be a mom”; “She's so pretty, | wanted more of her”

No in-person visit allowed (or only meeting in
public); refuses to show the mother or living
conditions; meeting in some “neutral” location only.

"We let nature take its course,” or “they haven't
met many people/noises,” or “too early to expose
them now.”

Offers puppies at 6 or 7 weeks without good
reason; pressure to take puppies early.

No contract or “just handshake”; refuses to take
back the dog under any circumstance; extremely
limited guarantee or none at all.

Mother bred many times in quick succession;
mother too young or old; no clear record of
previous or planned litters



Question

8. Do you screen prospective
buyers? What questions do you
ask me?

9. What veterinary care have
the puppies received (vaccines,
deworming, vet exams)?

10. Will you provide references
from past buyers and your
veterinarian?

11. What support do you offer
after placement?

12. Do you place any
restrictions on breeding or
registration?

Good / Expected Response

Breeder asks about your lifestyle, home environment,
other pets, activity level, experience, etc. Breeders will
often match households with puppies - not 'pick which
one you like best.’

Puppies have vet exams, documented vaccinations,
deworming schedule, microchips, and you receive
records.

Yes—past clients, photos or contact info, and vet
references.

Breeder remains available for questions, help, advice
throughout the dog's life; follow-ups, and sometimes
buyer reports or updates.

Full transparency on registration (limited vs full),
breeding restrictions if applicable, spay/neuter terms
spelled out.
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Red Flag Response / Behavior

Breeder accepts sale without any questions about
you or your suitability.

"Vet check just before you pick them up,” or "we
don't vaccinate until after purchase,” or no detailed
records.

“No past buyers available,” “l don’t want you
contacting my vet,” or an excuse not to share
references.

“Once you take the dog, we're done”; no
willingness to help later.

Misleading or no clarity about registration; pushes
potential to breed without being open about
limitations.



