
3 WEEKS 3 MONTHS

What To Expect: The 3-3-3 Rule
Remember:  The 3-3-3 Rule is a general guideline and not all dogs will follow this timeline. 

 Some may take longer to  find comfort and security with you and your home.  Try your
best to be patient and let them move at their own pace.

EXPECT:
Feeling overwhelmed
Scared or unsure
Not yet “him/herself”

DON’T BE SUPRISED:
Will not eat or drink
Hides or retreats
Has potty accidents in
the house

EXPECT:
Starting to settle in
Comfort level increases
Learning routine

DON’T BE SUPRISED:
Starting to test
boundaries
New behaviors start to
show up

Give them space
Avoid introducing them
to non-family members
Limit interactions with
current pets
Keep them home; avoid
busy public spaces
Be patient
Start setting a simple
but consistent routine 

Work on basic skills
Reward your dog for
things they do well with
praise and treats
Stay consistent with calm,
clear training
Contact a trainer to
address any concerning
behaviors before they
become a problem

3 DAYS

FOR THE FIRST 3 DAYS AFTER 3 WEEKS

TIPS: TIPS:

EXPECT:
Developed trust and
bond
A sense of security
Established habits
and routine
Setting into their true
personality

Continue training
Contact a behavioral
professional if you’re
concerned about new
behaviors
Slowly continue to
expand your dog’s social
network

AFTER 3 MONTHS

TIPS:




